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Proſperity, what's that ? 
A Harlot that ſmiles but to _ 

Oh ſhining Ruin, 

Thou Nurſe of Paſſion, and thou * of Virtue; 
Thou ſelf. deſtroy ing Monſter, that art blind, =_ 
Yet puts out Reaſon's Eyes that flill ſhould guide thee, - 


1 


Then plungeſt down ſome precipice unſeen, 


u 


| And art no more. 
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HOPE the Title Page 
will not deter the fair 
Readers from peruſing 
this little Treatiſe, but rather en- 
tice them to peep into it, as by 
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o doing they may ' poſſibly meet 
with incidents both pleaſing and 
inſtructive. 


Ax ugly Face is often mi 
under a pretty maſk; ſo on the 
other hand the moſt attractive 
Beauty often glows under a fright- 
ful Viſor. By taking off the for- 
mer, Deſires are damped ; ſteal 
but a Glance under the latter, 
and Curioſity prompts you to get 
a full View. Though here may 
appear ſome Narrative arifing from 
the Licentiouſneſs of the Age, yet 
the Reader may be aſſured, that 

Cau- 
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Caution has been taken to make 
them properly entertaining, ab- 
ſtracted from all Indelicacies. 


Vice is ever graſping at arbi- 
trary Dominion, and a moſt im- 
placable Foe to Youth and Beauty, 
whoſe Plan of Operation muſt al- 
ways be to ſtand upon the Defen- 
five. When Vice makes an At- 

7 tack, fear not; be reſolute, and 
Virtue, your moſt powerful Ally, 
will head your Reſolutions, and 
by forcing Vice to a precipitate 
Retreat, will conduct you ſecure 
to the Temple of Honour. Vice 
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is eyer upon the Recpnnoitre; and 
aſſuredly makes an Attack where 
there appears to be the weakeſt 
Guard; but if repulſed (though 
vanquiſhed ) - gives the Victor its 
due Praiſe. Vice uſes various Stra- 
tagems for the Deſtruction of 
Youth and Beauty ; if he cannot 
conquer by Storm, his next Re- 
fort and moſt uſual Method he 
takes to make a ſure Conqueſt, is 
to obtain it under the ſpecious 
Shew of Love and Friendſhip. 
He ſends his Courtier Luxury to 
attend you. Brilliant Dreſs, gilded 
Egquipages, Tables furniſhed with 
3 all 
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all the Rarities that Epicuraan 
Fancy can invent, or Nature pro- 
duce, are in Profuſion preſented to 
you, and the golden Apples of 
Heſperides are crowded into your 
Lap. You ſhine an Aurora in the 
Morning, and like a Yeſþer in the 
Evening. Delight ſeizes you; you 
careſs- your Benefactor, thinking 

| Gratitude demands it of. you; but 
when you are raiſed to the Sum- 
mit of your Deſires, Luxury be- 
gins to neglect you, Affluence 
withdraws from you, Delight for- 

| ſakes you and for want of theſe. 

| Supporters, you fall from the Ele- 


vation 
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vation to which you were advanced, 
into the Gulph of Perdition; then 
Luxury havin g compleated the 
Embaſſy, returns to Vice, who 
Tyrant-like, ſmiles at the Deſo- 
lation he has made. 


Lascivia was the Daughter of 
a worthy Divine in the North, 
who had many Children, but none 
lived to any Maturity, except this 
young Lady, who naturally was 
her Parents Fondling. Though 
his Income was ſcanty, yet to 
mike Miſs a moſt accompliſhed 
Lady he complied with her Mam- 


ma's 
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ma's Deſires, in giving her a Board- 
ing- School Education, which he 
himſelf approved of. The old 
Gentleman, being of a moſt chear- 
ful and generous Diſpoſition, gave 
all that viſited him an hearty 
Welcome. His Larder and Cellar 
was always open, and he never 


11 


was more pleaſed than when his 
Friends favoured him with a full 
Board; and as his Wife was of 
the like Diſpoſition, this happy 
Pair was viſited by all the genteel 
Families round about. The graver 
Sort received Entertainment and 
Improvement from his inſtructive 

Con- 
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Converſation; and the Young and 
Gay, though his Perſonage con- 
fined them to Decorum, never took 
more Pleaſure than in drinking a a 
Glaſs with the Doctor. 


Miss, after ſhe had left her 
Boarding-School, as her Form was 
attractive, and her Diſpoſition.ami- 
able, ſoon made many Conqueſts; 
and young Worthy, who was a 
Youth, Heir to an ample Fortune, 
and of perſonal Quality and Diſ- 
poſition, in no-wile inferior to the 
Lady's, fell in Love with her; 
and the Sincerity of his Affection 


m- 
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THE KEPT MISTRESS. 13 
inſpired her Breaſt with -an equal 
Flame. Though he ſaw that he 
was Maſter of her Affections; yet, 
as Honour forbad him to act clan- 
deſtinely, he generouſly informed 
her Father of his Love, and the 
Defire of making the young Lady 


Tas Father, though he enjoyed 
the Thought with Rapture, that 
ſo much Happineſs was in Store 
for his only Child, and that he 
might live to be called Grand- 
father by an Infant, ſpringing from 
the Loins of ſo good a Family, 

3 of 


14 THE KEPT MISTRESS. 
to which young Worthy was Heir, 
moſt tenderly rejected the Propo- 
* fal, without firſt obtaining the 
Conſent of the young Gentle- 
man's Father, to whom he ſoon 
communicated the Courtſhip, Old 
Worthy, upon hearing the Rela- 
tion, ſeemed aſtoniſhed. Doctor, 
faid he, you amaze me. How 
can you imagine, that I can con- 
ſent to throw away my Son, who 
is Heir to large Poſſeſſions, upon 
your Daughter who has none? Sir, 
replied the Divine, the more your 
Son may pofleſs, the leſs Fortune 


_ to be expected with a 
Wife; 
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Wife; and, I hope, my Daughter 
will make ample Amends for all 
pecuniary Defects, with a full Por- 
tion of Affection and Duty. Pſhaw, 
pſhaw, ſays old Worthy, preach 
none of that Cant of Affection and 
Duty to me. Money's the Word; 
and, if my Son enlinks with any 
Girl that has not a large Quantity 
of it, I'll not give the Dog One 
Shilling more than what I cannot 
hinder him of. But don't let this 
Denial, Doctor, be any Interrup- 
tion to our Converſation, for I 
ſhall often come and drink a Bottle 
with you, and I expect you'll re- 
| turn 
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turn me the like Compliment. 


The Doctor ſaid no more upon 


the Subject; but, diſcourſing upon 
other Matters, after he had ſtayed 


with the old Gentleman a decent 


Time, returned home. 

Next Morning, young Worthy 
paid him a Viſit, impatient to 
know his Father's : Anſwer, of 
which the Doctor informed him, 
but couched it under the moſt 
tender Expreſſions, and at the 


ſame time deſired the young Gen- 
tleman to deſiſt his Viſits; and, in 


order to break off by the Help of 
Ab- 


7 
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Abſence the Affection that ſubſiſt- 
ed between the young Lovers, ſent 
his Wife and Daughter to an Ac- 


quaintance in London. 


DvuRiNG their Abſence, this ex- 
cellent Divine being ſeized with a 
ſlight Indiſpoſition in Appearance, 
when preaching to his Congrega- 
tion, on his Return Home laid 
himſelf down and went to his eter- 
nal Reſt. In his expiring Breath, 
he murmured ſomething unintel- 
ligible of his dear Child. The 
News of his Death ſeized Eis 
Friends and Pariſhioners with one 

B general 
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general Grief. A Letter was ſoon 
diſpatched to London to inform his 
Wife and Daughter of the melan- 
choly Event. Miſs opening the 
Letter, read it to her Mamma. 
She had no ſooner read the Para- 
graph, giving an Account of her 
Father's Death, than the old Lady 
ſtarting, fell back in her Chair, 
and never ſpoke more. Her Corpſe 
was conveyed into the Country, 
and buried by the Side of her 
Huſband, with whom ſhe had lived 
in mutual Happineſs near forty 
Years. 


DurinG 
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Dvxino this Abſence, young 
Worthy, in Obedience to his Fa- 
ther's Commands, had made his 
Addreſſes to the only Child and 
Dau ghter of Sir George Wellbe- 
loved, a Gentleman of moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed Merit, Family, and For- 
tune. Miſs Prudence, his Daugh- 
ter, enjoyed the many Qualities eſ- 
ſential towards engrafting Felicity 
in the Marriage, State. Her Perſon, 
though very agreeable, was inferior 
in Excellence to Laſctvias; but 
that Defect was ſupplied by a vaſt 
Portion. Affection ſoon grew warm 
between the young Pair, and they 

B 2 were 
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were joined in Wedlock with the 
mutual Conſent of Parents. 


Tux unhappy Laſcivia, who 
now was a mournful Orphan in 
London, having near expended the 
ſmall Pittance which her Mamma 
had left behind .her, and the pre- 
tended Friend beginning to look 
cold, and being alſo ſenſible that 
as her deceaſed Father when liv- 
ing, made no Savings of his In- 
come, was prevailed upon by the 
Preſſure of her Circumſtances to 
addreſs herſelf to young Worthy, 
informing him of her diſmal Ca- 

taſtrophe. 
3 a 
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taſtrophe. He immediately return- 
ed an Anſwer of Condolance, and 
ſympathizing in her Loſſes, con- 
cluded with his Wiſhes, that all 
her preſent Misfortunes might be 
ſucceeded with future Happineſs. 
This Letter ſhe received, which 
gave but ſmall Comfort to one in 


her Situation. 


Ar the ſame Time he wrote 
this Letter, he ſent another to 
Lord Seducer, an Intimate of his 
in Town, deſiring him to acquaint 
this unhappy Fair-One of the 
Change of his Condition, and at 

B 3 the 
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Tears of Joy. After ſome Pauſe 
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the ſame Time requeſted of him 
to diſcharge what ſhe was indebt- 
ed (if any thing) and to ſupply 
her with Ten Guineas for the pre- 
ſent; and if ſhe could place her- 
ſelf in a Way of getting her Bread 
to ſupply her with an Hundred 
Pounds for that Purpoſe, and place 
it to his Account. 


The Gentleman waited on her, 
and relating the Contents of the 
Letter, the unexpected generous 
Behaviour filled her Eyes with 


ſhe fetched a deep Sigh, then ſaid, 
I once 
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I once expected to be moſt juſti- 
ably happy in the Arms of that 
bleſſed Man, who is Worthy by 
Name, and Worthy by Nature; 
but Providence eſteeming me as 
unworthy, has made a better Pro- 
viſion for him. Tell him, Sir, that 
I once viewed him with a Lover's 
Eye, but for the future I ſhall 
eſteem him as my Friend and 
Guardian. I am Miſtreſs of my 
Needle, and the Preſent he intends 
me will put me in a Way of de- 
cently ſupporting myſelf. 


Turx Gentleman then gave her 
B 4 Ten 
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Ten Guineas, afſuring her that in 
a few Days he would wait upon 
her again. He was no ſooner gone, 
but falling upon her Knees ſhe re- 
turned Thanks to the Almighty for 
this Benevolence. The Gentleman 
kept his Word, and in a few Days 
after repeated his Viſit. He bid 
her be of Comfort and dry up her 
Griefs, aſſuring her that unexpect- 
ed Happineſs was ſtill in Store fot 
her; and after chatting about an 
Hour, ſaluted her, and then pre- 
ſented her with a Twenty Pounds 
Bank Note, ſaying, that was ex- 


cluſive of the Hundred Pounds 
then 
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then went away. — Next Morn- 
ing two Pieces of rich Silk were 
brought her, with Directions from 
him to have it made up with the 
utmoſt Expedition. Soon after fol- 
lowed the Milliner, and all other- 
neceſſary People, with Ornaments 
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and Trinkets proper to adorn her. 
This ſurprized her much; but as 
they came from Mr. Worthy's 
Friend, ſhe received them wieout 
Heſitation. 
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AT the Expiration of about a 
Week he paid her a third Viſit, 
when ſhe informed him of the 

Finery 
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Finery ſhe had received, and that 
the Silks were made agreeable to 
the Directions brought with them; 
but at the ſame time inſinuated, 
that ſuch- like Ornaments were un- 
ſ1itable for a Perſon of her intend- 
ed Station, He ſmiling, replied, 
Madam, let me intreat you to 
think no more of it ; be aſſured 
(taking her by the Hand) this Lilly 
Hand, and theſe taper Fingers were 
never deſigned for Labour, It 
would be offending Nature to 
ſuffer the Brilliancy of thoſe Eyes, 
and the Bluſh that glows upon 
thole Cheeks, to waſte their Beau- 
ties 
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ties behind a Counter ; and give 
me Leave to tell you, Fair-One, 
though I value my Friend Worthy, 
yet I contemn his Advice. You 
ſhall not want for his Hundred 
Pounds, whilſt I have a Purſe at 
Command: and permit me to pre- 
ſent you with this as a Pledge of 
my Sincerity (which was a Hundred 
Pounds Draft upon his Banker). 
---Now, my Fair-One, I would 
have you diſcharge your Lodgings, 
and all other little Calls upon you, 
and to-morrow I. ſhall ſend my 
Equipage to convey you to a ſmall 
but neat Tenement fitted up for 
your 
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your Reception. He then took his 
Leave, being obliged (as he ſaid) 
to attend the Houſe. 


As ſoon as the Gentleman was 
gone, ſhe began to contemplate on 
her Change of Fortune. The ex- | 
tream Oppoſites which ſhe had felt 
reflected to her Memory, that ſhe 
had often heard. her Father ſay, 
that none, though reduced to the 
moſt abject State, ought to deſpair; 
neither ſhould thoſe who are elated 
to the higheſt Promotions forget, 

that the ſame Providence that ex- 
alted them could debaſe them. 
ä WulLsTr 
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WuriLsT ſhe was thus ruminat- 
ing a ſplendid Equipage ſtopt at the 
Door. The Servant enquired for 
Miſs Laſcivia, who being conducted 
to her, informed her that the Cha- 
riot which was expected to attend 


* * : — 


her on the morrow, his Maſter 


had then ſent to convey her to her 3 
Houſe, where he was himſelf wait- [3 
ing to receive her. She called up 


her Landlord, and returning him 1 
Thanks for his Civilities, paid him 
his Demands, and took her Leave. 


SHE ſoon arrived at her little 

Paradiſe, where her Friend receiy- 
: * 
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ed her with the greateſt Politeneſs. 
A genteel Supper was prepared, 
and after playing a Game or two at 


Piquet he took his Leave, inti- 
mating that the Equipage that 
brought her there was hers, and 
the Servants likewiſe. 


AFTER he was gone, ſhe found 
herſelf in the Poſſeſſion of a moſt 
elegant Houſe, and Servants ſuit- 
able. His polite Behaviour prevent- 
ed her having the leaſt Suſpicions 
of his future Intentions ; his Con- 
duct being like that of a Bevil to 
his Indiana. | 


* 


NEXT 
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NzexT Day he paid her another 
Viſit, and in the Evening took her 
to the Play of the Chances. Next 
Evening he waited on her to an 
| Opera, which gave her much De- 
light, having a great Taſte to 


Muſic. In ſhort, her Hours from 


Day to Day were melted away 
in a Rotund of Pleaſures and 
Indulgencies. She ſoon taſted of 
the whole Circle of Diverſions that 
this Town affords ; and looking 
upon herſelf as Fortune's Favourite, 
forgot her Sorrows, and thought of 
nought but Gayety. 


His 
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His Lordſhip, whom ſhe knew 
no otherwiſe than as Vorthys 
Friend, quickly diſcovered the Bent 
of her Inclinations, which he took 
Care to gratify to the utmoſt of her 
Wiſhes; and his tender endearing 
Behaviour had gained a ſtrong Aſ- 
cendancy over her Affections. 


One Morning viſiting her ear- 
lier than uſual, he told her that he 
intended that Day to ſhew her 
Windſor Caſtle. She told him ſhe 


had often heard of it, and it would 
be a moſt agreeable Jaunt. Ac- 


cordingly they ſet out, and upon 
| the 
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the Road embracing the golden 
Opportunity, he diſcovered his 
Flame for her, enforcing his Aﬀec- 
tions with all the Endearments that 
Eloquence (of which he was poſ- 
ſeſſed with no ſmall Share) could 
invent. He promiſed her all that 
Heart could wiſh for, or Imagina- 
tion excite, aſſuring her that at the 
Death of his Mother, from whom 
he had large Expectancies, he 
would make her his Wife, but that 


Prudence directed him to defer it 
until that Time. 


SHE being young, and in the 
C Hey- 
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Hey-day bf her Blood, liſtened to 
his ſoothing Words; and as he 
had hitherto behaved with ſo much 


Tenderneſs towards her, believed 
all his Pr omiſes. 


. Wren they arrived at Windſor, 
he handed her out of the Poſt» 
Chariot, and gave her the Title of 
Ladyſhip. I hope, faid he, (as the 
Servants were conducting them to 
an Apartment) your Ladyſhip. is 
not fatigued with your Journey. 
She, bluſhing, made Anſwer in the 
Negative. As ſoon as they had 
reached the Apartment, he ſalute- 


ing , 
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ing her, welcomed her to Wmg/or. 
When the Servants were with- 
drawn, ſhe required of him the 

Reaſon of his giving her that Title. 
My Dear, anſwered he, as you 
will ſoon have a Right to it I call 
you ſo now, in order to make it 
the more familiar to you. Sir, re- 
plied ſhe, I was not born for Title. 
As you was horn to be my Wife, 
returned he, you was born to Title; 
| don't be ſurprized when I tell you 
that you will ere long be the Lady 
of Lord Seducer, which is my Name. 
She bluſhed, and gave no Anſwer. 
He then faluted. her with ſome 
Eagerneſs. C 2 AFTER 
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ArrER Dinner they took a View 

of the Caſtle; then returning to 
their Inn, drank Tea, and after- 
wards regaling with a Bottle of 
Champaign, and Night approach- 
ing, after many Careſſes, he told 
told her that the Houſe looked up- 
on her as his Lady, and ſhewed 
Reſpect as ſuch ; and as he intend- 
ed to ſtay there all Night, ſhe muſt 
behave accordingly. She ſeemed 
much confounded, but his Intrea- 
ties and Arguments in a ſhort 
Time diſperſed her Confuſion 
and not conceiving that he could 
violate hisF _ and the Flattery of 
| being 
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being a Lady getting the Aſcendan- 
cy over her Reſolutions, the yielding 
Fair-One gave him perfect Happi- 
pineſs, and the next Day they re- 
turned to London. He then added 
to her former Indulgencies, and no 


Lady made a more brilliant Appear- 
ance than Miſs Laſcivia. 


At the Expiration of about a 
Twelve-month, he not only flack- 
ened in his Viſits, but became 
more frugal of his Purſe; and one 


Morning ſhe expecting him to 


Breakfaſt, a Letter was brought her 


by a Chairman which came from 
C 3 his 
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his Lordſhip, telling her, that the 
Extravagance ſhe drew him into 
had obliged him to marry a Lady 
of Fortune, to replace thoſe Sums 
that ſhe had profuſely laviſhed 
away ; and hoped that ſhe would 
ſhortly find out ſome Fellow to 
provide for her, as he he could do 
it no longer. 


Tuts filled her Breaſt with Hor- 
ror and Confuſion ; her Agonies 
were inexpreſſible; ſhe collected 
all the Reſolution ſhe was Miſtreſs 
of ; and then called'to her Memo- 
ry, though too late, the wholeſome 
Leſſons 
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Leſſons which that good Divine, 
her deceaſed Father, had often 
preached to her. Theſe Reflections 
almoſt hurried her into Deſpair, 
She ſent for her Chariot, in order 
to go to her Milliner's, whom ſhe 
had made her Confidante, to inform 
her of the Misfortune which had 
befallen her. The Equipage was 
removed from its uſual Standing, 
and not to be found; fo ſhe took 
2 Chair, 


As ſoon as ſhe got into the Shop, 
ſhe burſt out in a Flood of Tears. 
The Milliner, ſurprized at this un- 
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expected Scene, ſhewed her into 
a Back Room, and asked her the 
Cauſe of her Grief. Laſcivia told 
her all. Mrs. Gauge after ſome 
Pauſe, ſaid, ſhe was vaſtly alarm- 
ed; not, ſaid ſhe, at your Fate, 
Miſs, (for that I expected, though 
not quite ſo ſoon) but how my Bill 
is to be paid. Sure, replied La, 
civia, my Lord will diſcharge you, 


and all others to whom I am in- 


debted ; but you in particular, be- 


© cauſe you are a dear Woman and I 
love you. Then, replied Mrs. 
Gatwze, you had better write to him 


on that Head, 


SHE 
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Snx drank Tea, then went Home 
and wrote to his Lordſhip accord- 
ingly; but the Meſſenger brought 
her Word back, that the Letter 
required no Anſwer. She again 
took Chair, and hurried away to 
her dear Woman, and informed 
her of the Return to her Letter. 
Mrs. Gawze then faid, Madam, 
you know you owe me above Fifty 
Pounds, which is a large Sum for a 
Tradeſwoman to loſe; and as Thave 
not taken above Five Hundred 
Pounds of you in theſe ſix or eight 
Months paſt, I cannot ſtand the Loſs 
of it; therefore you muſt nottake it 
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amiſs if I uſe my Endeavours to 
get it. 


Oh! Mrs. Gawze, replied Lg/- 
civia, I came to you for Comfort 
under my Afflictions, eſteeming you 
as the deareſt Friend I had, you 
uſed to treat me with ſuch endear- 
ing and bewitching Language; but 
indeed, I think your Toneisſtrange- 
ly altered ? Yes, Madam, anſwer- 
ed Mrs. Gauze, becauſe you know 
the Caſe is altered. 


Tux unhappy Fair-One ſaid no 
more, but returned Home loaded 
with real Grief and Sorrow. 
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A few Days afterwards a Man 
knocked at the Door, and aſking 
for her, pretended he had a Letter 


which he had Orders to deliver in- 


to the Lady's Hands. She, over- 
joyed with the Account brought 
her by her Servant, thinking it came 
from his Lordſhip, ordered him in. 
On coming into the Room, he 
went up to her, and informed her 
he had a Warrant for her at the 
Suit of Mrs. Gauze. She not un- 
derſtanding the meaning of a War- 
rant, he ſoon acquainted her. Then 
directing a Coach to be called, con- 
veyed her away to his Spunging- 

Houſe. | 
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She then ſent a very affecting 
Letter to Mrs. Gauze, her dear 
Woman, defiring to ſee her. To 
which the tender hearted Creature 
returned for Anſwer, that ſhe beg- 
ged to be excuſed coming, as it 
would give her themoſt inexpreſſible 
Grief to ſee her under ſuch Diſtreſs; 
but if dear Miſs would pay the Debt 
3 and Coſts, ſhe might depend upon 
being immediately diſcharged, 


As one Misfortune generally 
treads upon the Heels of the former, 
this Event ſoon reached the Ears 
of all her Creditors, who without 


Mercy 
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Mercy loaded her with Actions ; 
ſome few for real Debts, but the 
major. Part for Debts long fince 
paid, and Debts of their own creat- 


ing. 


As ſoon as the Money was ex- 
hauſted, Mr. Catchpole ſhewed her 
the Way to a Priſon, where ſhe re- 
mained for. ſome time. Laſcivia 
thought of informing Mr. Werthy 
of her ſevere Fate once. more ; 
but Conſcience forbad it, as ſhe 
had not only ſwerved from his 
Directions, but had groſsly violated 
her Honour with him. 

HER 


EFF 
. 
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Hzx Creditors finding that Ne- 
ceflity compelled her to diſpoſe 


of Her Apparel for Support, were 


at laſt fo very indulgent as to con- 
ſent, upon her delivering up all 


her Wearables and Effects to be 
diſpoſed of, and the Money ariſing 
by Sale thereof to be diſtributed 


in equal Proportions amongſt them, 


to ſet her at Liberty. The un- 
happy Fair-One agreed to it with- 


out the leaſt Heſitation. 


Wurd the poor Priſoner had 
reſigned her all to them, as ſhe 
thought, Mrs. Ganze ſaid, Madam, 
if 
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if I miſtake not all your Shifts are 
very fine and good, and of one 
Sort ; therefore you muſt have one 
of them upon your Back, which I 
expect you'll pull off, and I'll ſend 
you an old one of mine,which will 
do for you for the preſent. The 
diſtrefled Helpleſs obeyed, and gave 
it her. Mrs. Gauze looking upon 
it, Aye, ſaid ſhe, my Dear, this 
is one of the laſt Dozen that 1 
made you, for which you paid 
me Nine Shillings per Yard z you 
was a good Girl then. Now Child 
we will diſcharge you. Which was 


done accordingly ; but Mrs. Gauze 


thought 
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thought no more of her charitable 
Undertaking. | 


Hex Fees were paid, and Lo/- 
civia turned out friendleſs, penny- 
leſs, and deſtitute of Habitation. 
That Night an old empty Houſe 
was her Sanctuary. The next Day 
ſhe wandered about unnoticed, 
Night coming on, ſhe crept into 
an Alley which had no Thorough- 
fare, where ſhe thought ſhe might 
ſit unperceived ; but the Watch- 
man going his Rounds found her, 
took her to the Round-Houſe, and 
the next Morning before a Magi- 
ſtrate 
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ſtrate, who committed her to the 
Houſe of Correction as a Vagabond, 
" where ſhe remained a Month; then 
being releaſed, dire Neceſſity com- 
pelled her to beg for Bread. 


IT happened as ſhe was wander- 
ing about, a Gentleman of my 
Acquaintance met her, whom ſhe 
accoſted for Relief. He caſting 
his Eyes upon her, ſeeing her 
young, and a Jen ſai quoi hanging 
about her that placed her above 
vulgar, ſtopt, and aſked her what 
could be the Cauſe that ſuch a like- 
ly young Woman as ſhe ſeemed to 
be ſhould reduced to Beggary ; I 
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fear, ſaid he, tis Idleneſs more 
than Neceſſity that prompts you 


' tort. 


Sur then told him her mourn- 
ful Caſe, and who her Father was, 
which aſtoniſhed him much. I 
well knew, ſaid he, that honeſt 
Man, and if you are his Child, (as 
I think I ſee ſome Reſemblance of 
it) I have often when an Infant 


danced you upon my Knee. I knew 
Mr. Worthy too; and now upon 
Recollection, he in much Sorrow 


has more than once informed me 


of your Indiſcretions, and what he 
had done for you; and if your Be- 
haviour 


— 
S 
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haviour had merited it, what fur- 
ther he intended to do. 


Hz ſupplied her with ſome- 
thing for her preſent Support 3 but * 
as her Character was blaſted, it was 
not in his Power to uſe any other 
Means towards relieving her Diſ- 
treſſes, than by uſeing his Intereſt 
to get her into the Magdalen Houſe, 
which he aſſured her he would en- 
deavour at ; and then informing her 
where ſhe might apply to know his 
Succeſs, left her. 


Tux Relation of theſe Incidents 
| D 2 occurs 
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occurs to my Mind the Memoirs 
of a few others, which I ſhall in- 
trude upon my Readers with a brief 
Detail, together with a ſhort Ac- 
count of a Night's Adventure. 


A Blood of the firſt Head, with 
whoſe Family I am very intimate, 
ſeeing me at the Bedford poring 
over a News Paper ; after faluting 
me, and expreſſing much Satisfac- 
tion at our accidental meeting, in- 
ſiſted upon my ſpending the Even- 
ing with him; and being diſengag- 


ed, we adjourned to a neighhour- 
ing Tavern, where we ſupped, and 
1 after 
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after drinking a Bottle or two of 
Claret, I confeſs my Spirits were a 
little elated. Now, ſaid he, old 
Acquaintance, we are juſt got to a 
right Pitch ; I'm reſolved we will 
ſpend this Night ſuperbly joyous ; 
ſo ordering a Bill we paid our 
Reckoning, and went away. 


Hz then took me to an Houſe 
in the Neighbourhood, where we 
no ſooner entered than a bouncing 
Hoſteſs ſaluted him with a well- 
come Smile and a Curtſey. Ber, 
ſaid he, who have you got? Oh! 
anſwered ſhe, a Room full of Qua- 


D 3 lity, 


lity, my Dear. I was then for with- 
drawing. D--n me, ſaid he, old 
Tom, if you ſhall ftir ; you ſhall 
80 with me if it be to the Devil. 
So he opened the Room Door and 
in we went; where there appeared 
a very glittering Aſſembly of La- 


dies. 


da * 
1 
* 


INAE a low Bow; but the 
Ladies no ſooner ſaw my Compa- 
nion but they all ſqualled in Cho- 
rus; one claſped him round the 
Neck and kiſſed him; another 
ſhaked him by the Hand ; another 
pulled him into ter Lap; another 
Ih 2 rung 
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rung the Bell as if ſhe would pull 
it down. The Waiter appearing, 
D---n you, faid ſhe, bring another 
Bottle of Claret : And a Bottle of 
Champaign, ſaid another; for now 
Sir William Rattle is come we will 
be immenſely joyous. 


I sTooDp ered with my Hat in 
my Hand, juſt within the Door ; 
and after the Hubbub was a little 
abated, I obſerved one of the La- 
dies whiſper Sir William, enquiring 
who I was. He then coming up 
to me, Tom, ſaid he, don't be ſheep- 
iſh, I am going to introduce you 

D 4 ta 
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to the Ladies. So advancing for- 
wards he commenced Maſter of the 
Ceremonies. Sir, ſaid he, this is 
Lady Neuſtile; there's a brown 
Pug for you. This is Lady Simple, 
Miſtreſs to Lord Simple and Comp. 
a pretty gay Thing, d- n me. 
This is Lady Biddy, a crummy 
Dame, ſplit me. This is Lady 
Lucy, the Baronet's Lady, that you 
have heard ſo much about; there's 
- Spirit and Fire for you. Come you 
old Dog, if your Chops water, buſs 
again. Next is Lady New-face, 
juſt returned from a Convent ; 
there Tem, there's Nun's Fleſh for 
you. 
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you. As for the reſt they are 
only Confidantes, commonly called 
Toad-Eaters. You may ſalute them 
if you will, or let it alone, as you 
like beſt ; but as my Hand was in 

I Cen went through Stitch. 


AFTER the Ceremony was over 
down I fat, and was one of the 
Company, and very merry we were; 
but the Champaign operating too 
haſtily, two of the Ladies fell into 
a violent Diſpute about their Pre- 
cedency ; I, ſays one, though I am 
kept by one Lord, have twenty, 
Madam, at my Command, and 


ſpend 
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ſpend more in a Week, Madam, 
than he gives'me in a Month ; and 
more in a Month than you finger 
= | ina Year ; and owe more Thou- 
fands than you, poor Creature, can 
get Credit for Hundreds; then 1 
pay with Nonage, thou Lump of 
Antiquity, Upon that, up they 
both jumped, and at it they went 
pell mell. Down fell the Bottles 


| and Glaſſes; the Powder flew. 
about, and I ſtole away in the 
b; Cloud. 

F ABouT a Week paſt being upon 


a Journey, I ſtopped at Oxford, 


and 
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and enquiring after Sir Wilkam 
Rattle, I tound he was at College; 
fo I ſoon} had the pleaſure of his 
Company ; and after talking over 
the Night's Frolick, I made an En- 
quify after the Ladies. F aith, Tom, 
ſaid he, the Knot is broken; ſore 
are gone to Priſon, ſome upon 
their laſt Legs, and ſome to the 
Devil. He gave me a brief Ac- 
count of ſeveral, which I ſhall here 
relate as well as my Memory will 
permit. | 


Lady New/irle falling accidentally 
in his Lordſhip's Way, he took a 
Fancy 
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— 


Fancy to her; but what was her 


Allurements none can find out, ſhe 
having neither a Perſon or acquired 
Qualifications ſufficient to recom- 
mend her; but the Variance of 
Fancy is as different as the Variety of 
Objects; and it is in vain to attempt 
accounting for Man's Appetite when 
he can rarely account for it him- 


ſelf. 


He ſupported her even to Pro- 
fuſeneſs; ſhe played with Money as 
Children do with - Dumps, only 
with this Difference, that ſhe learnt 
by the Help of Guineas almoſt to 

Ox | number 
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number an Hundred. All that ſhe 
could long for, nay more than ſhe 


was capable of wiſhing for, was 
laviſhed upon her. In Publick ſhe 
appeared fo aukwardly fine, that the 
drew the Eyes of thoſe who other- 
wiſe would have avoided looking 
at her. At Home in her Family 
ſhe was like Jobſon's Wife, when 
converted into Lady Loverule. Few 
of the firſt Quality ſpent more Mo- 
ney that this Lady New/ftile _ 


dered away. 


THeN to be thought quite a-la- 
node, ſhe was determined to keep 
her 


* 


WM 


— 
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her Gallant ; and picking up a Ge- 
nius of her quondam Acquaintance 
the {ct him on Horſeback at once. 
Horſes and Wheel-Carriages he had 
choice of, and his Miſtreſs anto the 
Bargain ; for he addrefled himſelf 
to Lady Newf/{z/e only as his Caſh- 
keeper when he wanted Money. 


Ar length his Lordſhip giving 
Reaſon the Pre-eminence of his 
Foible, took Reſolution, and quit- 
ted her, but in ſuch a Manner as 
to live genteely and independent. 
However, as what ſhe acquired was 
ill-gotten, ſo ſhe quickly rioted 

it 
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it away, and then was obliged to 


withdraw. 


IT may be ſaid, that as ſhe is 
only returned into her primitive 
State, ſhe ſuffers nothing by the 
Revolution. Some there are who 


having felt Diſtreſſes, when exalte 
into Proſperity may poſſibly during 
that Exiſtence have no Reflection 


of their former abject State; yet 
when the Wheel of Fate reverts 


them to the Bottom, their Suffer- 
ings are certainly much greater than 
if they had never felt the Change. 
Where Diſtreſs is the Companion 


mo — gn tt ee oo, — nit mac yo aw a _—_—_— 
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by Day, by Night it becomes fa- 
miliar ; but where a Perſon has 
feaſtedon the Delightsof the World, 
they are fo palatable that at the 
Return of the bitter Potion the 
Doſe is received with Horror. 


OTHuxss there are, who ſtepping 
out of an abject into an exalted 
State, continue radicated in their 
new Situation, by always bearing a 
Memento of their Sufferings as a 
Guard to preſerve them from ſtum- 
bling upon thoſe Errors, which 
would inevitably repell them into- 


their former Calamity ; but then 
the 
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the Change of Fortune in this lat- 
ter muſt ſtand upon juſtifiable Prin- 
ciples ; for that which is not war- 
rantable cannot be permanent... 


LAp Simple was a Pupil of Po- 
mond s, intended for an Herbaliſt, 
and would certainly have made a 
Figure in her Profeſſion, had ſhe 
continued with her Tutoreſs, being 
whilſt ſhe was under her Care con- 
ſtantly employed in cutting of 
Simples for the Kitchin; but Miſs 
growing weary of handling Vege- 
tables, tranſported herſelf into the 


Purlieus of Covent- Garden, where 
E ſne 
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the ſoon- got inte keeping, and 
jumping into ber Chariot, ſet her 
Brain ſo much uponthe Gid that ſhe 
is now driving Jehu to a Priſon, 
yet poor Girl knows I not where ſhe 
is hurrying. © | 

4 No Thought advances, but her eddy Brain 
* Whiſks it about, and down it goes again!“ 
But when ſhe arrives at her Place 
of Deſtination, ſhe will then invite 
Reflection to accompany her; whoſe 
Aſſiſtance, though it cannot reſtore 


her, may poſſibly bring her to Re- 
pentance. 


He paſſed over Lady Biddy as 
inſignificant. 
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To give you the Hiſtory of Lady 
Lucy, would ſwell this Pocket Vo- 
lume into a Folio; fo I ſhall only 
obſerve, that ſhe had many Allure- 
ments, a fine Make, full of Air 
and Vivacity, ſprightly Wit, and 
many acquired Accompliſhments ; 
but that Vanity which too fre- 
quently ſeizes thoſe who are puffed 
into Life too ſoon infected her. 


— — 
4 x W. 7 323 ” 


Tr1s Lady's Perſon being attrac- 
tive, her Dreſs elegant, and Beha- 
viour polite, catched hold of the 
old Baronet, who had an Hawk's 
Eye, and a Colt's Tooth. He 

E 2 thought 
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thought his All was not too much 
for her, and ſhe opened her Lap to 
receive it, and indeed could have 
taken as much more. At the Opera, 
Ranelagh, Park, and Play, ſhe ſhone 
the Venus of the firſt Siſterhood; but 
as her Taſte was Plays, her Nightly 
Reſort was to a Theatre, and that 
Syren allured her to her Undoing. 


« How low ſinks Beanty,when by Vice debaſed! 
„How fair that Town, if Virtue dwelt within!“ 


As for Lady New-face, ſhe in- 
ſtead of viſiting the Magdalen, or 
be clarified, took a Trip to a Conr 


vent, and after ſwallowing the Cor- 
| cial 
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dial Julep Abſolution, returned 
Home quite white waſned. Weep 
not, ye Veſtals, for the Loſs of your 
departed Siſter, ſhe lives in the Me- 
ridian of Luxury. 


Bor hold -I muſt not venture 
to give too full a Deſcription of her 
Delights, leſt the Ideas ſhould put 
your Pulſe in a Flutter, and ſet you 
a longing to be Partakers. 'O:ye 
pure Virgins did you but ſee her, 
when ſhe meaſures the Mall Step by 
Step with her attendant Lacqueys 
(falſe Tokens of her being ſome- 
| E 3 body) 
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body) I do affure you, Ladies, the 
then appears 

| « Demure and chaſte as any Veſtal Nun, 
« The meckeſt Creature that behelds the Sun. 


But I muſt inform you it is a mere 
Deceptia l iſus, downright Deceit, not 
a Grain of Nun's Fleſh has ſhe 
about her; and was I to deſcribe to 
you her Character, it would make 
your pendant Fires burn blue, and 
cover your chaſte Features with 
Bluſhes ; but be affured that that 
tons fatuus in her Aſpect, which 
allures her Enamoratos, will entice 
| her 


2 
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her to the Precipice of Impurity, 
and then leave her to fall a Sacrifice 
to Ignominy and Wretchedneſs. 


WII. 87 we were thus fat tete 
à tete, a Servant brought Sir Vu. 
lam a Letter; and as he read it his 
Countenance ſhewed a forrowful 
Smile. Tom, ſaid he, you ſhall hear 
the Contents. 


You muſt know one Miſs Prude, 

a diſtant Relation, (by my Soul 1 

can't help laughing, tho I am fin- 

cerely ſorry for her Misfortune) was 

one of the vaineſt of her Sex. She, 
E 4 when 
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when young, had many Admirers, 
but looked upon them all with 
Contempt, becauſe none of them 
could take her Home in a Coach and 
Six; and as an Excuſe for her not 
marrying, ſhe pretended to deteſt 
the Fellows ; but at length a Gen- 
tleman of large Fortune ſeeming to 
fall deeply in Love with Miſs, ſhe 
encouraged his Careſſes. What 
Promiſes he made her, I know not; 
but to tell you the Truth, ſhe ſtole 
away with him, none of her Friends 
knew where; but in about half a 
Year's Time the News was, that 

the Gentleman died ſuddenly, and 


Miſs 
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Miſs then ſtepped: out of Conceal- 
ment with Seven Thouſand Pounds 
in her Pocket. Whether he left it 
her, or how ſhe came by it, faith 
I can't inform you, but ſhe — 
Was * d of it. 


Tris ſet her a e and 
ſhe was ſure of obtaining her Heart's 
Deſire. I believe it is full a Year 
ſince I heard any thing of her, un- 
til I was favoured with this Billet 
Doux ; and as it is ſomewhat tra- 
gically diverting, put it in your 
Pocket, and read it at your Leiſure, 
I did fo, and the Contents are as 
follows : | 
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„My dear Couſin, 1 ſuppoſe 
* by this Time you imagine I am 
« dead, and indeed I think I am at 
« leaſt to the Beau Monde. Be aſ- 
© fured you ſhould have heard from 
me long ſince, had I. not been 
« prevented by Grief and Shame. 


„ You too well knew I ever had 


* an Itch for a Coach and Six.---0 
< to ſee a Set of Rampants upon 
%a long Trott clearing all before 
them, is a moſt raviſhing Sight! 
* and Iwas determined to live upon 
<© my Income until I could become 
<« Miſtreſs of ſuch an Equipage. 

. 06 vo 
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* Vo have often told me, the 
« Bloom was off the Plumb, and 
% that I ſhould outſtand my Mar- 
« ket; but the oftener I conſulted 
my Glaſs the leſs Opinion 1 had 
* of your Obſervation, 


© SGON . left Town, being 
« at a Ront, I played a Pool at 
% Quadrille with a French Gentle» 
© man who took particular Notice 
of me, which pleaſed me the 
more, becauſe he was a Foreign 


te er.--I ſoon grew weary of Cards; 
e and withdrew to another Part of 
e the Room. 


ce Hx 
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+4 He very politely attended me, 
% At length we entered into a Chit 
&« Chat; and as I can talk French a 
« Fttle, he aſſured me I ſpoke it ſo 
well, that if I was at Yer/ailles I 
« ſhould be taken for a French 
Lady. I then told him I longed 
« to ſee France; Madam, anſwered 
* he, if you'll take the Tour in the 
« Spring I ſhall eſteem it as the 
* higheſt Honour of introducing 
« you to his Majeſty; he is never 
t better pleaſed than when we pre. 
F* fent him the Eng Lady. 


*« WHilsT we were thus ſat tte 
« tote, 
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tete, a Gentleman coming up 
« to him, My Lord, ſaid he, this 
* Lady's Charms will make yon 
« forget your Engagement at the 
« Ducheſs's at eleven. Upon that 
« I inſiſted upon his going, ſo after 
«© much Politeneſs he took hisLeave, 
« but invited himſelf to drink a 
« Diſh of Tea with me the next 
« Day, to which I confeſs I readi- 
ly conſented; but the next Morn- 
ing a Card was brought by a 
« Footman with Count Fr:zeur's 
% Compliments, and that an in- 
e evitable Accident obliged him to 
e poſtpone his Viſit until the Mor- 


© row. «© 'THOUGH 


0 
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« TxoUGH the Diſappointment 
« gave me ſome Uneaſinefs, yet at 
the ſame time I was pleaſed that 
it afforded me an Opportunity 
“of making Preparations ſuitable 
* for the Reception of a Perſon of 
* his Rank. The Count came to 
«« his Appointment dreſſed fo fine, 
* as made poor Betty ſtand aghaſt. 
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„A TIR he was gone, ſne beged 
of me to let her know who that 
« fine Gentleman was, ſo I told her 
« about it, That he was deeply in 
* Love with me, and that I found 
by his Diſcourſe he kept a Set 
| « of 
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„of Bays, and another of Pye- 
„ Balls; and that now the full of 

« my Wiſhes would ſhortly becom- 

« pleated, and I affured her the 
« ſhould be advanced to- be my 
« Woman. This made poor Betty's 
« Heart leap, and ſhe dropped me 
br . 


Ar the third Viſit he put the 

* Queſtion to me, but did it with 
that Politeneſs ſo peculiar to the 
„ French Nation, that made it im- 
* poſſible for me to ſay no; but I 
* defired that our Solemnization 
* might be private, as it was cer- 

te tainly 
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« tainly great Pleaſure in ſtealing 
* a Wedding. By all Means, ſaid 
« the Count, I intended to propoſe 
„it, as by that Means we ſhall 
« prevent the Hurry and Fatigue 
« of receiving Viſits. 


* 


« Upon laſt Zalentine's Day, to 
bc -Chuech we went, and, oh ! my 
* dear Couz, I now find to my 
« great and unſpeakable Mortifi- 
c cation, the Coach and Six is con- 
«« yerted into a Pair of round-ring 
« Pattens, and my Count is me- 
„ tamorphoſed into a French Bar- 
e. 


DEATH! 
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c S' DEATH | the Poyder- Mon- 


« key Rogue the very next Day 


cc 


6 


cc 


cc 


after Marriage, told me he was 
going to an Auction to bid for a 
ſweet Villa, a little Paradiſe on 
the Banks of the Thames, which 

he believed would coſt about five 
or fix Thouſand Pounds ; and as 
it would be at leaſt ten Days be- 
fore he received hisRemittances, 
he ſhould want five Thouſand 
Pounds or thereabouts; fo I gavg 
him my dear India Bonds to 
more than that amount. 


«Yov can't conceive, my dear- 


F 4 
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« eſt Couz, how I enjoyed the 
Thought of ſpending the Sum- 
« mer at this delightful Seat, and 
% how the Country-Gentry would 
* ſtare at me and my Pye-Balls ; 
« but would you believe it! the 
« Villain has fold my Stocks, and 
% have never feen him ſince; 
« ſo I have nothing to do now, 
© but to mount into a Garret, and 
* prepare for another World. Oh, 


* my dear Couz! 


& Adieu for ever, 


S. PRUDE. 


P. 8. 
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P. S. 


*« I had like to have forgot to 
« tell you he has left behind him 
« little red Trunk, which con- 
« tains all his Treaſure, (viz.) Five 
« Combs and two Pair of ruſty 1 
curling Irons, and a Penny Memo- 
« randum Book; the Contents are 
« wrote in rude French, but I'll 
give it you in Engliſh, thus: 


E 

« Lady Simple, Debtor 
« to me for dreſſing 15 15 © 
F 2 
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«© To French Gloves, 
« made after a new 
« Fabrick, and my 

* gown Invention, ve- 
& ry convenient for 
“ hiding dirtySleeves 
„ and red Elbows 20 © o 


* 


N. B. I was in Hopes of being paid 
by ſome of her Lords, but I find 
Jam moſt damnably humbug d. 


“ The Count's Lady, 
e Debtor for dreſſ- 
ing in the Engliſh 
« Taſte .. ” 
| | * 


* 
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To Rouge and other 
Neſceſſaries 10 10 o 


NB. This Debt is bad, ſo Lam un- 
done, and the Devil go with me. 
But I don't care, for Lord Sim- 
ple's Valet is my own C ountry- 
man, and I will borrow a rich 
Suit of Cloai hs of him, and try if 
T can't pick up ſome rich old Stump 
upon her laſt Lego. 3 


On! the Scoundrel! rich 6/4 
Stump! A ſoup meagre Raſcal, I 
am out of all Patience. 


F 2 PupE- 


* 
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PUDECITIA Was, as I have been 
informed, the Daughter of an Officer 
in the Army, who nobly fell in the 
Defence of his King and Country, 
leaving behind him a Widow and 
this Infant Daughter, without any 

other Support than that of a ſmall 
Penſion allowed by the Govern- 
ment to Officers Widows. 


Soo after the Loſs of her Huſ- 
| band, the Widow retired into a 
cheap Lodging in the City. Tho' 


ſhe could not beſtow on her Child 


a polite Education, ſhe ſpared no 
Pains to infpire her Breaſt with 
noble Sentiments. 


* 


THE KEPT MISTRESS. 8) 
Tris Lady living near a Shop, 
from whence ſhe was ſupplied with 
Butter, Eggs, and ſuch like Ne- 
ceſſaries, cultivated an Acquain- 
tance with the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe, who was a good Sort of a 
Woman, and her Huſband an in- 
duſtrious Money - getting Man. 
Pudecitia going often with her 
Mamma to chat with this Wo- 
man, ſoon created an Intimacy 
with Miſs Saucage, a Girl about 
her own Age, and whoſe ſole Sup- 
port came from this Man and Wo- 
man, to whom ſhe was Niece. 


F 4 Miss 
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Miss Saucage had a pretty inno- 
cent Face. Her Eyes were rather 


of the largeſt, yet very ſparkling. 
As ſhe was proud of having an Ac- 
quaintance with a young Gentle- 
woman, her Vifits were very fre- 
quent to her Intimate, 


Tur Uncle carrying on an ex- 
tenſive Trade in his Way, had 
Numbers of all Sorts of People 
| perpetually coming to his Shop, 

whereby Miſs Saucage frequently 
got a Chuck under the Chin, and 
was called pretty Girl. Theſe tri- 
fling Careſſes ſoon made Miſs very 


opi- 


THE KEPT MISTRESS: 89 
opinionated of her Beauty,and when 
ſhe went to ſee Pudocitia uſed with 
great Delight to- relate what the 
Gentlemen ſaid to her. 


Tre Uncle's Intention was to 
bring this Girl up in his Buſineſs, 
as he was in Hopes in a few Years 
to be able to quit Trade, and ſet 
his Niece in the Shop ; by which 
Means ſhe would be in a Capacity, 
by the Help of Induſtry and a cour- 
tzous Behaviour, of getting a com- 
fortable Livelyhood with Credit 
and Reputation. 


Bur 
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Bur Miſs's Vanity could not 
ſubmit to the Confinement of a 
Shop. She ſoon grew too head- 
ſtrong ſor her Uncle and Aunt, and 
all the Chaſtiſement and good Ad- 
vice they gave her had ſo different 
an Effect from what they expect- 
ed, that Miſs took it into her Head 
to get up one Morning earlier than 
uſual and walk off. 


- SHE well knew where to go, 
being acquainted with Mrs.Trapan, 
who had often adviſed. her to run 
away, and who very kindly re- 
ceived her. 

ENnquI- 
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EnQuIRIEs were immediate- 
ly made after her, but in vain. 
Knowing that Pudecitia was her 
Companion, Application was made 
to her, who then knew nothing of 
her. 


Miss Saucage ſhortly after ſent 
to her Companion, informing her 
where ſhe was, defiring to ſee her, 
and at the ſame Time enjoined 
her to Secrecy. Pudecitia went 
according to the Direction, and 


found her in a neat Apartment up 
two Pair of Stairs, which Mrs. 
Trapan had provided for her in 
| the 


—— — — — 4 * 
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the polite Part of the Town. Pu- 
gecitia after the uſual Salutes, told 
her that ſhe was very ſorry to find 
ſhe had left her Friends who took 
good Care of her. Miſs Saucage, 
with an aukward Air of Con- 
tempt, anſwered, that ſhe ſhould 
ſoon be much better provided for 
than in ſelling a Lump of Butter, 
or ſitting by the Hour trimming 
of Cream-Cheeſe. Well, replied 
Pudecitia, I wiſh you as well as I 
do myſelf, but I cannot help being 
uneaſy at your leaying your Uncle 


and Aunt. 


WuiLlsT 
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WarirsT theſe young Ladies 
were thus ſate tete d tete, in 
comes Beau Laviſh, young Pay- 
well, and Captain Benny Adonis, 
three Town-Bloods. My dear 
Charlott,(which' was Miſs Saucage's 
Chriſtian Name) ſaid Beau Laviſh, 
I beg a Million of Pardons for not 
coming exactly to my Time. I 
believe (pulling out a fine Repeat- 
er) I am half an Hour and near a 


Second later than your Appoint- 
ment, though I bid my Servant 
drive as if the Devil was at his 
Heels ; but your Smiles tell me, 
my Angel, you are not ſuperla- 
tively angry at the Delay. 
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Hx making the Watch ſtrike as 
he was putting it into his Fob, 
Lord! ſaid Charlott, what is that 
Sir ? Only the Noiſe of the Watch, 
my Dear. It ſeems, ſaid ſhe, an 
immenſe pretty Thing. He then 
toſſed it into her Lap, telling her, 
if the Bauble pleaſed her ſhe would 
do him Honour in accepting it. 
There, ſaid ſhe to Pudecitia, you 
would not believe me. My dear 
Girl, ſaid Beau Laviſb, you'll par- 
don me for bringing theſe two 
Gentlemen with me; but upon 
my- telling them what a charming 
Angel you were, they inſiſted upon 

| replied 
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my introducing them, juſt to have 
a View of your delightful Face. 


SPLIT me, ſaid Captain Benny, 
if ſhe is not an immenſe pretty 
Creature, Laviſh. She is a new 
Venus riſen from the Sea. Indeed, 
ſaid young Paywell, the Lady is 
certainly very pretty, and ſo is her 
Companion, looking toward Pude- 
citia, « whoſe Face was inſtantly 
overflowed with the Bluſh of Inno- 


CENCE. 


Ta1s made a ſtrong Impreſſion - 
upon young Paywel/, Sink me, 
all. 
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replied Captain Benny, if either of 
the Ladies were confined in a Caſtle 
fortified by the King of Pruſſia and 
all his Forces, I would cut my Way 
through to reſcue her. 


Tu1s gigantick Speech of the 
Captain's induces me to enter- 
tain my Readers with a brief Rela- 
tion of a Night Adventure of this 
intrepid Son of Mars. 


The Captain being one of a joy- 
ous Party, who had been regaling 
themſelves at a noted Tavern not 
far from Meſiminſter-Abbey, when 
the 


* 


THE KEPT MISTRESS. 9 
the Company broke up, was ſo ani- 
mated by the Spirit of Claret, as 
to be determined to execute ſome 
galtant Exploit before he went to 
Bed. | 


STROLING into St. Margaret's 
Church-Yard, and eſpying aWatch- 
Houſe, he boldly advanced towards 
it. As he approached the Door, he 
ſaw this Motto over it, Be Sober, be 
Vigilant. The former Part much of- 
fended him, taking it as a Repti- 
mand for his Prunkenneſs, which 
determined him to lay Siege to it ; 
and peeping in, faw an old Watch- 

+ man 
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man ſnoring aſleep; whereupon 
| he was reſolved to fate his Ven- 
geance for the Inſults he had often 
| ſuffered from ſuch like Myrmidons 
by breaking the Fellow's Head 
whilſt ſleeping, and then taking to 
his Heels might paſs off undiſco- 
vered. 


JusT as he was poizing hisCane, 
he heard a rumbling Noiſe behind, 
A ſudden Tremor ſeized him, and 
ſquinting over his Shoulder, thought 
he ſaw the Abbey Door fly open, 
which ſo terrified him, that he 
ſtood motionleſs, and two Objects 

imme- 
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immediately preſented themſelves. 
One was in the Shape of a Man 
with a Wreath of Laurels round 
his Head, leading in his Right Hand 
a beautiful Figure in the Shape and 
Appearance of a young Damſel, 
who approaching the Captain, the 
manly Figure beſpoke him thus: 
Who or what art thou, that in the 
Dead of Night dares to attempt 
to tread on hallowed Ground? 


Tux affrighted Captain then re- 
collected that he was in a Church- 
Yard, where he had been told 
Spirits nightly walk. Who and 

| G 2 what 


what art thou? the Being called 
again. A Blood, an't pleaſe your 
mighty Greatneſs, anſwered the 
quivering Hero; and his trembling 
Accents almoſt died upon his 
Tongue in the Delivery, which 
made the Image and his fair Com- 
panion laugh heartily. Fear not 
thou Son of Mars,replied this man- 
ly Figure, no Danger ſhall come 
near thee ; Fl be thy Protector. 


THr1s gave the Captain a freſh 
Flow of Courage, and forgetting 
his Fears, Now, ſaid he, I am my- 
ſelf again. Then fixing his Eyes 

a upon 
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upon the Damſel, Sir, faid he, 
that's a d---n'd pretty Girl; pray, 
who is ſhe ? A Lady of the Town 
I ſuppoſe ? No, replied the Figure, 
ſhe is my Miſtreſs, her Name is 
Thalia. 


Now I like you, ſaid the Cap- 
tain, you are a joyous Blood. I 
have two upon the Stocks at this 
Time, but one of the dear Devils 
is gone to make a ſhort Tour to 
Germany; and I hear my Brother 
Swordſmen there are ſo fond of 
her, that I don't expect her Return 
ſo ſoon as intended, The other 
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little Rogue ſends her Servant to 
me once aWeek for her Allowance, 
but the dear Charmer has been ſo 
engaged lately, that Thave not been 
honoured with anAdmittance to her 
for above this Month paſt. Now, 
Sir, if it is not too great a Pre- 
ſumption, may I crave your Ho- 
nour's Name? Ben Jobnſon, ſaid 
he. O Lud, ſaid the Captain, you 
and I are Nameſakes. Why my 
Name is Captain Benny Adonis, and 
that Lady's Name is ſomewhat like 
a Name which I read of when a 
School-Boy, . among the Muſes. 
You are very right, quoth Ben; 

W ſhe 
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ſhe is the very Lady, and I am the 
Manes of that Ben Jobnſon, you 
you have often read and heard of. 


TH1s again put the poor Captain. 
in a terrible Fright to find that he 
had been talking to Ghoſtsand Ap- 
paritions; but Ben ſmiling, ſaid, 
Be of Courage Captain, you have 
nothing to fear. I am going, add- 
ed the Manes, to revenge my In- 
juries at a Rendezvous, where I 
hang in Effigy at a Sign-Poſt, ſo do 
you come with me. With all my 
Soul, Couſin Ben, replied the Cap- 
tain. I love Fun, d---n me, and 


G 4 we'll 
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we ll beat the Rounds in our Way; 
IIl ſhew your Sport, ſplit me, As 


they paſſed along, So, ſaid the mer- 
ry Manes, you are a Blood Sir, are 
you ? Yes, anſwered the Captain, 
and an high one too, as you ſhall 
hear. | 


 Onz Night, Coz. Ben, or more 

properly ſpeaking, one Morning, 
as I was reeling Home, I met an 
old Waſherwoman, upon which [ 
drew my Sword, with a D---n you 
who comes here ? Only, anſwered 
ſhe, a poor Waſherwoman going 
to work for her daily Bread; pray 
N 
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ſpare my Life and take my All. 1 
replied, Slave, I ſparenone; fo trip- 
ped up her Heels and left her 
ſprawling. The Wretch crying out 
for Help, I ſoon perceived a tre- 
mendous Watchman with a wood» 
en Leg, hopping in purſuit of me, 
As J had been often in theſe 8coun- 
drels Hands, I began to be damn- 
ably afraid, fo crept for Shelter in- 
to a Cabler's Stall, where I lay till 
I fell aſleep. 


Tun Cobler on coming to Work 
and finding me there, ſeized me by 
the Collar and dragged me out. 
A Mob foon gathering to know the 
Matter, 


Matter, the Monſter ſaid he had 
got Hold of a Thief, that had been 
ſtealing his old Shoes. Oh! re- 
plied the mercileſs Wretches, take 
the Rogue before a Juſtice and 
hang him. I told them I had juſt 
pinked a Man through the Body 
for looking at me, ſo had crept in 
there for Safety; hoping that the 
Relation of ſuch a bold Adventure 
would have won them tomyFavour; 
but on the contrary, they cryed 
out, Away with him, he's a Mur- 
derer. So before a Magiſtrate they 
dragged me. 


Tux Juſtice hearing the Cobler's 
Tale, 
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Tale, Man, ſaid he to me, what 
have you to ſay in your Defence? 
I then made a true Confeſſion of 
the Cauſe of my being in the Stall, 
and that I was no Thief indeed, 
for I was a Blood, and that my 
Name was Captain Benny Adonis. 
This made his Worſhip laugh. 
Come, faid he, honeſt Cobler, I 
know the Captain well, he's as 
harmleſs as a Worm. Yes, I am 
indeed Sir, ſaid I. He'd run away, 
ſaid the Juſtice, at the Appearance 
of a Shadow. I ſhould indeey, 
an't pleaſe your Worſhip, ſaid I. 
The Cobler's Heart then began to 

ſoften. 
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ſoften. Here, noble Captain, faid 
the Juſtice, give the Cobler an 
Ounce for the We of his Stall, 
pay my Clerk, and go about your 
Buſineſs, I obeyed, made a low - 
Bow, and away I went. 


By this Time they were got 
under Covent-Garden Piazza, where 
meeting two Ladies ſtepping along 
as gay as Air, Pray who are theſe 
Mr. Blood, ſaid the Manes. One, 
Coz. is the ſquinting Venus, and 
who derives her Name from aCaſt 
of one Eye, and the Beauty of her 


Perſon. The other is her Confi- 


dante, 
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dante, Votaries of your Houſe, Coz. 
Ben. 


Tung Manes then thus accoſted 
her, Lady, you ſeem to be Nature's 
Prize Flower; in forming of you 
ſne has (uſeing the Words of a 
Brother Poet) outdone her uſual 
Outdoings. His Handmaid Tha- 
la with a Virgin Bluſh interrupt- 
ing him, beſpake her Lover thus--- 
I find in theſe Confines Virtue dif- 
dains to ſtep; therefore innocent 
Pleaſantry hath no Buſineſs here, ſo 
I hope you'll permit me to return 
to Elyſium. The Manes moſt ten- 

| derly 
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derly ſaluted her, and. ſhe in a 
Moment diſappeared. 


B E N was then going. on with 
his Speech . to the Lady, but the 
Clock ſtriking Twelve, could reach 
no further, ſo in a Moment vaniſh- 
ed. This Incident fo terrified the 
Fair-Ones, that they fainted away, 
but ſoon recovering, the one was 
ſo affected with this Virgin's Speech 
that upon her Return Home ſhe 
determined upon leading a new Life; 
but ſhortly after falling ill, gave up 

the Ghoſt, and her Confidante ſoon 


followed her. Fright carried away 
| the 
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the Captain, he now knows not 
where. But begging Pardon for 
the Digreſſion, I now return to my 
Story. 


BR Au Laviſb had no great Dif- 
ficulty in captivating Miſs Char- 
hott.---The fine Repeater delighted. 
her, and upon taking his Leave, 
he aſſured her that was only a tri- 
fling Pledge of his Loye. He was, 
as good as his Word, for the next 
Day he preſented her with Loads 
of Finery, removed her to an ele- 
gant Apartment, and like. Fove 
daily viſited her in a golden 
Shower. 
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 PUDECITTA often called up- 
on her, but Charlott being fo ele- 
vated, in a ſhort Time; began to 
look cool, and drop her Acquain- 
tance, 


CHARLOTT for a few Months 
was danced on Fortune's Knee, and 
as faft as her Lover's Folly afford- 
ed Supplies, her Profuſeneſs ſquan- 
dered them away. 

As hot Love is ſooneſt cold, ſo 
Laviſh growing weary of her turn; 
ed her off. 


CHAR- 
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CHARLOTT kept up the Ball 
as long as ſhe was able, but at laſt 
being greatly involved with Debts, 
her enraged Creditors immured her 
in a Priſon, there to remain pitied 
by none, and blown upon by her 
Lovers. | | | 


PUDECITIA ſtill continued 
with her Mamma, whoſe narrow. 
Circumſtances would not permit 
her to do any more than keep her 
in decent Apparel; but the defects 
of her outward Appearance were 
amply recompenſed with internal 
Qualifications, all her Care being 


H em- 
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employed in adorning her Daugh- 
ters Mind. | 


. Youno Paywel/ having found 
out where Pudecitia lodged, intro- 
duced himſelf, and ſometimes 
drank Tea with Miſs and her Mam- 
ma. As the young Gentleman be- 
haved with becoming Manners, the 
Mother gave him a ſuitable Re- 
ception ; and obſerving a Sort of 
Farhuliarity growing between the 
young Folks, one Day thought 
it adviſeable a little to interro- 
gate the young Gentleman, con- 
cerning his Family and Calling. 
= He 
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He told her he was the only Child 
of Sir Generous Paywell an eminent 
' Merchant of the City; and upon 
a diſtant Enquiry the old Lady 
found it to be true, which induced 


her to give ſome WL 
to his Viſits. 


Taz old Lady one Evening hav- 
ing an Invitation to fee a Play, 
and it being the Conſcrous Lovers, 
thought fit to take Miſs to accom» 
pany her; but unhappily catching 
a violent Cold, was ſeized with a 
Fever, which carried her off, leav- 
ing behind a moſt afflicted Orphan 


a Legacy to the World, 
H 2 Tux 
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Tux Force of the young Lady's 
Underſtanding, by flow degrees 
conquered her Sorrows. Young - 
Paywell frequently viſited her, and 
ufed all the Reaſonings he was 
Maſter of to ſolace her Grief. She 


viewed him with an Eye of Friend- 


ſhip, and liſtened to hisArguments. 
As Afflictions died away, he intro- 


| duced innocent Amuſements, which 


ſhe freely partook of under his Pro- 
tection. Familiarity increaſed, and 


as his Companions had too much 
corrupted him with Libertiniſm,he 


— to attempt unbecoming Free- 
doms, 
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doms, which were repulſed with 
gentle Rebukes. | 


His Heat of Love began at laſt to 
kindle into a Flame : he one Day, 
after Tea, drew out of his Pocket 
a Pair of magnificent Brilliant Ear- 
rings, and preſented them to her. 
She very politely rejected his Pre- 
ſent. Then he opened his Mind to 
her, and on his Knees, by the Help 
of Intreaties, and fair Promiſes of 
vaſt Rewards, endeavoured to lead 
ker a Sacrifice to his looſe Defires ; - 
but Pudecitia remained cold as the 
Spartan Stone. She ſhewed a little 


H 3 Re- 
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Reſentment, and opening to him 
the Sentiments of her Breaſt, he 
found it ſo well defended by Vir- 
tue, as to render it inacceſſible. 


sur ſtill received him as a Vi- 
ſitor, and the Delicacy of her De- 
portment baniſhed Impurity from 
his Thoughts, and converted him 
into the real Lover. He then of- 
fered her Marriage, and her mo- 
deſt Silence ſpoke her Conſent. 
He propoſed the Time and Place. 
She told him he had other Con- 
ſents to obtain previous to hers, by 

conſulting his Parents as an Obe- 

5 | dience 
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dicnce due to them, and their De- 


termination ſhould be the Rules of 
her Conduct. 


As he was one Day accompany- 
ing his Father to his Country-Seat, 
Sir Generous obſerving his Son to 
appear more thoughtful than uſual 
asked him whether any thing 
particularly diſturbed him? The 
young Gentleman then looking 
more confounded, Sir Generous in- 
ſiſted upon knowing the Cauſe. 
Young Paywel/ then informed his 
Father of the whole Adventure, 
what he had attempted, and in 

H 4 what 
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what Manner the Lady had reject- 
SIR Generous, ſmiling, told him 

it gave him Pleaſure to hear 
was repulſed ; and a Girl of 
ſuch Principles was a valuable 
Jewel; and that her Conduct 
ought to be enrolled in the Book 
of Fame as a Pattern to Poſterity. 
This Girl, my Boy, has a Fortune 
excelling all worldly Treaſure. If 
you think ſo, replied young Pay- 
well, with your Conſent I can be 
Maſter of that Fortune. And 
would you marry this Girl? ſaid 
| vir 
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Sir Generous. Yes, anſwered his 
Son with your Conſent : otherwiſe 
I am determined to remain in a 
State of Celibacy. How can you 
think of ſo doing, ſaid Sir Generous, 
unleſs you was in a Capacity of 
ſupporting her? If you'll conde- 
ſcend, anſwered he, to receive me 


a Clerk in your Compting-Houſe, 

ITIl then endeavour to maintain her 
through my Induſtry. . My dear 
Boy, faid Sir Generous, taking his 


Son by the Hand, when you in- 


formed me of this Maiden' s Con- 


duct, I then thought her a Wife 
moſt fit for my Son; and it gives 
me 
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me unſpeakable Satisfaction to find 
that her noble Sentiments have 
made ſuch a Convert of you as to 


make you emulous of being a Par- 


taker of them. As ſoon as we get 
Home, you ſhall return with the 
Poſt-Chariot, and fetch her here. 


Out his" Arcivdd ac his Bent, Sir 
Generous wrote her a Card of In- 


vitation ; and that he had ſent his 


Son to attend her. Away drives 
young Paywell, and the Swiftneſs 


of his Horſes almoſt kept Pace 


with his Love. In the Interim, 
Sir Generous opened the whole 


Scene 
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Scene to his Lady, and their Con- 


ſents became unanimous. 


vou Paywell ſoon arrived at 


Pugdecitia's Lodgings, and entering 


the Apartment with the Card in 


his Hand, preſented it to her. 
she read it, bluſhed, and trembled. 
Her Lover told her all that had 


paſſed between him and his Fa- 
ther; ſhe, after fome Perſuaſions, 


and being warranted by the Sign 
Manual of Sir Generous, conſented 
to go with him. | 


Ueon their Arrival at his Fa- 


ther's 
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ther's Houſe, Sir Generous handed 
her out of the Chariot, and his 
Lady received her at the Door. 
Pudecitia was much confounded, 
which Lady Paywell obſerving, 
treated her with ſuch peculiar Ten- 
derneſs, as gave her both Com- 
fort and Courage. 


' Oruzs Company ſupping with 
Sir Generous, very little was ſaid to 


Miſs about the Courtſhip that 


Night. About eleven, Lady Pay- 
well and Miſs withdrew, and her 
Ladyſhip attending her to her 
Apartment ſaw her to Bed. 

Tux 
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Tux next Morning, after Break- 
faſt, Sir Generous began asking her 
how ſhe liked his Villa? She told 
him ſhe was charmed with the 
Beauty of it. Well, ſaid he, my 
Fair One, Time may come when 
you may be Miſtreſs of this Te- 
nement and all around it. O Sir 
Generous, anſwered Pudecitia, my 
Ideas are not fo elevated, my Am- 
bition riſes no higher than to be 
content in the Station Providence 
ſhall think fit to allot me. And 
the Viciſſitudes of Life are ſuch, 
replied Sir Generous, that this Ha- 
bitation may one Day fall to your 
Lot. 


% 
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Lot. As thus, I have a Son 


which I hear has a fincere Regard 
for you. He has fully informed 
me of the valuable Endowments 
of your Mind, and your Behaviour 
convinces me of the Verity of his 
Information. He farther tells me, 
that you have no Parent, and that 
he knew your good Mamma, who 
is now no more ; therefore, I took 
the Liberty of ſending for you, to 
tell you that I will be a Father, and 
this Lady a Mother to you; and if 
you approve of it, my Son will be 
your Huſband ; and although he is 
ineſtimable to me and his Mother, 

yet 
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| yet to you we are ready to reſign 
him. 


PUDECITIA burſt into Tears, 
but they were Tears of Joy. Lady 
Paywell then embracing her, Thy 
Virtyes, my deareſt Girl, ſaid ſhe, 
are ſo conſpicuous, that you ſhall 
be my adopted Child from this 
Hour ; and I don't doubt but you 
in return will make my Son com- 
pletely happy in conſenting to be 
his Bride. 


AFTER ſome Pauſes, Pudecitia 
anſwered, I have no Fortune, Ma- 
dam, 
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dam, but my poor Self to beſtow 
upon him ; but if he will accept of 
ſuch a blank Card, I ſhall endea- 


vour by my Conduct to make him 


ſome ſmall Amends for that Defect 
with Duty and Affection. 

81m Gerierous then moſt tender- 
ly embraced her, and ringing a Bell 
ordered a Servant to call his Son. 


| Young Paywell immediately enter- 


ed. Come Son, ſaid Sir Generous, 
I have made the Bargain for you. 
This young Lady has condeſcend- 
ed to take you for better for worſe, 
and J think, ſhe will do you Ho- 

nour 


3 
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nour in 1 you for a Huſ- 
band. 


| Sin, anfwered the young Gen- 
tleman, your Indulgences to me 
are unbounded ; all that Jam ca- 
pable of doing in return, is to ſhew 
my Gratitude in a ſtrict obſervance 
of my Duty to you, and to you, 
Madam, the beſt of Mothers; and 
believe me, my Pudecitia, my chief 
Study ſhall be to make this Life 
delightful to you. Let my formet 
Errors reſt in Oblivion, and I ſhall 
endeavour by my future Conduct 
I to 
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to make ſome. Atonement for my 
paſt Indiſcretions, 


SR curtſy d and ſtood ſilent, 
dut her Eyes diſcovered the Sen- 
timents of her Heart. Pudecitia 
returned no more to her Lodgings 
in Town. ' Preparations were or- 
dered for the intended Nuptials. 


© Ix leſs than a Foltnight, Hynen 
joined this happy Pair; and Sir 
Generous not only preſented his Son 
with ample Poſſeſſions, but made 
him an. equal Partner in his Mer- 


* a chan - 
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chandize; and in a ſhort Time 
withdrawing from- Buſineſs, had 
the Pleaſure of hearing his Son 
eſteemed a Pillar of the Royal! Ex- 
change, and his Lady not only 
adored by her Husband, but uni- 
verſally careſs d and valued. - 


Tur old Knight dying, his Son 
inherited his immenſe Fortune, 
except a Jointure, which tae old 
Lady Mother was to poſſeſs for 
Life; and who in her Widowhood | 
enjoyed the greateſt Happineſs 
that could remain to her, by being 
bleſſed - with a Pair of the moſt 

I 2 affec- 
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affectionate and dutiful Children, 
whoſe Lives were an uninterrupted 
Series of immaculate Love. 


_-PUDECITIA had no Fortune 


but Chaſtity, no Friend but Vir- 


tue; yet by putting due Confi- 
dence in that Friendſhip, ſhe now 
reſts ſecure in the Boſom of Ho- 


Nour and a moſt affectionate Huſ- 


band. 


KITTY is pretty, and ſhe knows 
it. She views herſelf with Joy and 
Delight. Elegancy of Dreſs, and 


—_ of Conqueſts, is her ſole 
—_ 
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Study. Her Ears are open to Flat- 
tery, and the more romantic, the 
more it gratifies her Vanity; and 
for the Sake of gaudy Appearance 
ſhe'll exchange her Perſon for your 
Purſe. She is the Dalilab of the 
Year ; and that Behaviour which 
puts Modeſty to the Bluſh, ſtands 
a Plume in her Forehead, - an Ele- 

vation which raiſes her on the Pin- 
nacle of Proſtitution ; but as that 
Elevation is frail and will ſoon 
decay, ſhe muſt then fall low. 
Then what, alas! will be her 
Fate; | 
| <a: .; << 
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«© To be ſcorn'd by the Women, 
L and pityed bythe Men! 
Oh, inſupportable ! 


Tux xx once appeared an Apo- 
logy or Addreſs to the Public as 
a ſort of Palliation for this Lady's 
Conduct, when after haranguing 
the Town, ſhe is there made to 
addreſs ſome of her own Sex as 
thus: Now permit me to aſk 
« you, O ye hapleſs Virgins 
« who live in humble Dwelv 
40 lings, with Pockets furniſhed 
* with nought but a Huſſy and 
i braſs Thimble, who fit with 
« Chin 
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„ Chin and Knees together over 
“ an Handful of half lighted Em- 
« bers, and ever and anon, in 
« ſtanding up to ſigh and firetch 
„ yeu catch a Sight of a pretty 
« Face in a broken Glaſs, tacked 
to the Mantle-piece ; give me 
Leave, I ſay, to ask you, if Lad) 
« Fortune ſhould pull you by the 
Sleeve, would you not turn and 
« ſmile? If ſhe ſent her Train 
* of Courtiers to aſſure you, that 
* you are charming, nay even an 
Angel, would you not be vain 
“enough to believe them? If they 
< loaded you with Gold, ſo much 
14 & eovet- 
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c command by the Univerſe, | and 
« preſented you with Jewels - and 
te other Finery, in Token of their 
“ Fincerity, ' would you not re- 
te ceive them? A Goddeſs receiy- 
. ed her Lover in a Shower of 
* Gold, then how muſt a Mortal 
„ refuſe? But if there be ſuch a 
“ Virgin, who after having all the 
% Indulgences and Gaieties of 
* Life laid in Profuſion at her 
« Feet, that could reject them, 
* may ſhe. be made the brighteſt 
© Star in the Conſtellation, and 
* enlighten others to follow her 
« Example as they may be tran- 
5e flated to her,” 
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. NaTureg often ſeems to exert 
her utmoſt Skill in forming the 
Features in many. of the inferior 
Claſs of the Fair Sex. At firſt 
View it appears unkind in that di- 
vine Artiſt in creating Beings of 
ſuch. delightful Symmetry to be 
expoſed to the deluding Arguments 
and ſoft Entreaties and Proteſta- 
tions of bold Incontinency. . 


WHEN we ſee a Venus de Medicts, 
nimbling her Fingers over a Nail 
of Lawn, to acquire a ſcanty Sup- 
-port; though we are delighted with 
the Ob ect, yet it muſt raiſe a Sigh 
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in every conſiderate Breaſt, who 
- beholds her as a Butt to be level- 
led at by every artful and wealthy 
Libertine. 


Tnovoen ſhe may keep a watch- 
ful Dragon to defend her Charms, 
yet if Hercules ſhould deſtroy the 
ſleeping Guard, ſhe falls a Victim 
to the cruel Spoiler. Then Same 
hurries her away from Induſtry, 
and a bold Effrontery ſoon takes 
Place of the modeſt Bluſh. Thoſe 
who once viewed her with Ad- 
miration and Reſpect, if Chance 


3 her before them, now be- 
hold 
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hold her with a —— Smile 
or angry Frown. N 


BRAU T is often beſtowed as a 
Tryal to Virtue. There is very little 
Merit in being chaſte, where never 
tempted. Where Beauty has no 
other Support than Induſtry, when 
ſtrengthened by that divine Bleſ- 
ſing Chaſtity, how lovely does it 
appear ! It ſhines like the Sun in 
its Meridian, awes Impurity to ſub- 
miſſive Reverence, and never fails 
of meeting with the Rewards due 
to its ſpotleſs Merit. 


EXTER= 
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EXTERNAL Beauty is like an 
artificial Pebble which attracts the 
Eye, and its Cheapneſs renders it 
8 very ſaleable Commodity but 
as its Luſtre ſoon dies away, and 
its Softneſs receiving the Impreſ- 
ſion of every Scratch, becomes of 


no value, 83 


INTERNAL Beauty, like the Bril- 
liant of the firſt Water, though 
viewed with Admiration, can be 
purchaſed but by few. It is impe- 
netrable, and its Luſtre never fades. 
But where the Beauties of the Per- 
ſon are connected with thoſe of the 

1 Mind, 
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Mind, the Reflection which the 
latter ſtrikes upon the former, not 
only adds. Fire to its Rays, but is 
a Bulwark of Defence againſt all 
unwarrantable Attacks. 


« Virtue may be affail'd but never 
« hurt, 

te Surpriz'd by unjuſt Force, but 
« not enthrall'd.” 
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